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Fhakan o Saanasen

The design and furnishing of our howse
on Lake Trawis, near Austing Texas,
evolved from old and new relation-
chips. We had previously lived in
International  Slyle  fesidences  In
Hauston and Austin, Texas, which had
been designed by local architects and
highly influenced by Mies van der Rohe
and Le Corbusier. Both houses wene
white stucoa structures with abundant
glass, light coloured hardwond floars
and entirely white interior walls,
Lighting in each was recessed and oth-
erwise undistinguished

In 1954 we moved to Austin where |
enmalled in the schod of Architeciure at

The Hanzlk Howse &5 bosed an ideos devel-
oped by Chavkes 1% Mooee and Qanipn Dpadan,
and i fias been designed by hbe fmiter in
chase coopenghon with the cliend, e howse
has been carefilly plaved v oospoed? caum-
Iy an o slaping, bvasf-coveved site with
fmestome emenging from the wvegelatian,

BY WILLAKL] HANCLIK

With a view of Lake Travis, not
far from Austin, Texas, Corde
and Willard Hanzlik  have
created a home that reflects
their passionate interest in
architecture, arl, design - and
in Lowis Poulsen lighting.

the Unéversity of Texas at Austin follow-
img & career In finance and merchant
banking. A factar im choosing UT Auwstin
was the presence of Charles W. Moore
Fala on the UT School of Architeciure
faculty. Moare and my long-time friend
ponlyn Lyndan Fals had been partners
at Moore Lyndon Turnbull Whitaker
(MLTW], the firm that gained interna-
tional recagnitian from the Sea Ranch
Comdaminium in 1965,

Within a year of anmving in Austin, rmy
wiie and | purchazed a 30-acre, previ-
ously undeveloped site overlooking a
large, chear lake about 20 miles west ol
the city. we decided that the new
house would be radically dillerent
from our pravious houses and wauld
be carefully sited to respond 1o Uhe
harsh climatic elements ol ocenlral
Texas and yet agtively inberact with the
lake where watersports are a lavaurite
summer pastime and where seasonal
chamges result in constantly chandging

water and sky eonditions on the lake,

A trip to the Sea Ranch in northern
Califarnia o visit Donlym Lyndon, then
Chairman of the architecture Depart-
ment in the College of Envirgnmental
Design a1 the University of Califaring at
Berkeley, convinged us that the sansl-
tivity to the natural envirgnment and
unigue erientation of fprm to capture
light and wiews a5 demonsirated at the
Sea Ranch could be directly applied to
the Texas site, Bath projects face west
and overlonk large bodies of water (the
Pagilic Ooean and &5-mile long Lake
Travis), Both are elevated on cliffs
above the water, Baoth sites enjoy
unspoiled natwral terrain, albeit the
Texas sibe is on a much smaller scale.

We wanied a proactive and interactive
relationship In the project fram design
to completion. Donlyn Lyndon was
relained a5 architect and wielcormed this
partimership with ws. The ultimate plan
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ewplved over three and a half years.
Construction began in August 19%8
and was concluded in April 2002.

Early in the design phase, Lyndon
intraduced us to Bichard Felers, a for-
mer colleague on the W Barkeley Ar-
chiteture faculty and former associate
of Charles W. Moore. As an expert in
artificial lighting, Paters had gained
widespread recognition for his woark n
the Us. Subsequently, we were infra-
duced to friends and assogiates of
Lyndon and Peters in Denmark. This led
us to Copenhagen ta investigate light-
ing and furnishings. What followed was
not unespected; an enthusiastic embrac-
ing and appreciation of Danish design
in all of its dimensions, together with

in the so-calied “medio ream™ the resi-
deis may refas, Mslen fo mausic ar wateh
films o a g srraei,

gaining new, lasting persenal friend-
ships in Denmark.

This new awareness came at the per-
fect tsme in the project and enabled the
specification of key elements o be
sourced from Denmark. Besides lighting
from Lowis Poulsen Lighting, the house
is furnished with furniture from Man-
tana, Frite Hanmsem, and Fredericia
Furniture. B&D supplied the sound sys-
tem, Vola supplied Witings For kitchens
and bathrooms, and the table is set
with crockery from Roval Copenhagen
and Steltan.

Richard Paters has a long relationship
with Lowis Poulsen Lighting, having
used Poulsen fixtures extensively
thraughaut his career. Early in the paaj-
ect, we determined to give Pelers

“carte blanche” to design the lighting
systems for the project. His sebection of
Poulsen fixtures was enthusiastically
supporied,

The mesult of this happy collaboration
has exceeded our expectations. The ori-
entation and massing of the structure
an the site creales ever-changing and
exciting natural lighting conditions
throwghaut the daytime. Al night, the
howse becomes enchanting, especially
when viewed from a boat out on the
wiader, with twinkhes and sparkles (om-
bined with solt glaws.

At dusk, the house’s computer-con-
trolled lighting system celebrates the
arfival of darloness by initially turfing
on exterior lights, which seltly identily



the pringipal architectural features of
the hause. Therealter interior lights illu-
mine at bow wattage. Both exterior &
interior lighting are seldom fturmed up
to full wattage except for task pur-
poses. & large Artichoke pendanl is
hisng in & two-storey well area abowe 3
plano mear the primary entrande, This
fixture can be viewed from abowve as
well as below and throwghout & range
af angles from a staircase that su
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rpgnds 18 This light is magical. In other
argas, the glow of PH lamps {flaar
lamps, desk lamps, and pendants) pra-
wide subtle task lighting in the tem
affices, llbrary and |living areas. Else-
wihere 3 senes of Eklipta fixtures arrayed
in & raw gives a warm and inwiting light,
waried depending on rheastat settings.

Incorpaiating Poulsen lighting fixtures
and other Danish design elerments and
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About the architecture and
the electrical lighting:

£ Light breathes life into pigces. The forms, which
WE DEMEIVE (05 QL SUNTGILIT .-'."".‘- and co. “l--"'-\.-'":i
are made vivid through the subtle nuances of
light, $hifts in the qualities of light th oirgh
doys and seasons bring things ogain fo owr atten
tion; give them pn:_:-:.’:m in the span of owr lives
“what o wonderful doy!” “Look at the beautiful
sumset.” " hadn't naticed before how the shadow
curls arownd that volume.® “The soft green
patterns of light dappled by folioge make the end
of the gxis o .-|'.-'.-':'l"l."'.'l_.' respite...and a fresh place
fo star! the maming.” “This space twisling up
throuoh the house really comes alive at might
'The glow of the evening seltles over the end of o
fiercely bvight doy."
Fhese are speculgtions, nol guotes, bul Ihey
reflect the types of :—a‘p*?'-=.*'-'irr' that the Hanzlik
house affords. They also define elements of the
lighting artifice required not only fo Maoke forms
gnd spoces that position us in the day, but to
bring rich qualities of light and change into the
night and its vo ried routines. £
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e kitchen & ane af ehe aofurad render-
vous of the howse, The room & Fohled by @
cominction af downlighrs, fow wolfoge
wire systams, fable lomps and pemdants

Aj Ekiipra (A Disous) i e B many pigres
it the Hanrhk Howse, olse @ e guest
fiouse, which miso has o seang okewr schame




The owners” Dossionoe
imlaresr i art gng u‘-ﬂ-;lﬂ 5
ewidenl  Mrovghoat the
frawsa, which i fewndsineg
Excivsivaly Wiy chssics ar
mocharn fovmidure. The ool
fection of Wilng /ménigiures
m@ exfiinéed i wirknes,

products into the Texas howse betame a
wery natural and comfartable experi-
ence. The simplicity of architectural
formes, caneful relationships of windows
to views and light and the use of colow
blendad to farm a solid foundation fos
the Danish elerments, whith bring undes-
stated elegance and refinement 1o the
lexas landscape.

Wha arg aspadially enjoving the vadsely
of wiseal elements of the aschitecture
as expressed in olow, lom and light-
g. While we conlinee Lo admire the
severe elements of International Style
architecture, we feel newly enlight-
ened amd lorlunate to have discovered
how appropaate Danish lighting and
design an be, even in Texas!
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